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The Feast of the Epiphany       

Matthew 2:1-12
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T h i s  w e e k ' s  G o s p e l  i s  t h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e  E p i p h a n y !  O n  t h i s  d a y  w e  

r e m e m b e r  t h e  t h r e e  m a g i  w h o  f o l l o w e d  a  s t a r  t o  a  m a n g e r .  T h e y  

b r o u g h t  g i f t s  o f  g o l d ,  f r a n k i n c e n s e  a n d  m y r r h  t o  t h e  n e w b o r n  k i n g  –  

J e s u s !  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  m e n ,  w h e n  t h e y  s e t  o u t  o n  t h e i r  

j o u r n e y ,  p i c t u r e d  f i n d i n g  a  b a b y  i n  a  m a n g e r  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s h e p h e r d s  

a n d  a n i m a l s ?  T h e y  l i k e l y  t h o u g h t  h e  w o u l d  b e  b o r n  i n  a  f a n c y  p l a c e  –  a  

p l a c e  f i t  f o r  a  g r e a t  k i n g !  W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  G o d  c h o s e  t h i s  p l a c e  f o r  

h i s  o n l y  s o n  t o  b e  b o r n ?  

G o d  c h o o s e  t h i s  p l a c e  t o   f u l f i l l  t h e  o l d  t e s t a m e n t  t h a t  s a i d  f r o m  

B e t h l e h e m  a  r u l e r  o v e r  I s r a e l  w o u l d  c o m e  ( M T  2 : 5 - 6  ) ,  a n d  t o  s h o w  u s ,  

b y  t h e  h u m b l e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  o f  t h e  h o l y  f a m i l y ,  t h a t  G o d  i s  w i t h  u s  i n  

a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s !  M a r y  a n d  J o s e p h ’ s  l o v e  f o r  t h i s  c h i l d ,  a n d  t h e  J o y  

h i s  b i r t h  b r i n g s  t o  b o t h  l o w l y  s h e p h e r d s  a n d  t h e  m a g i ,  h e l p s  u s  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  t h a t  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  –  b u t  

l o v e .  T h e  l o v e  o f  o u r  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  w h o  s e n t  h i s  s o n ,  t h e  l o v e  o f  o u r  

f a m i l y ,  a n d  t h e  l o v e  w e  s h o w  o n e  a n o t h e r .      

Many  people  in  the  wor ld  l ive  a  s imple  l i fe  

–  l i ke  Mary ,  Joseph  and  Jesus .  We  are  

cal led  to  share  our  t ime  and  t reasure  as  

the  magi  did  to  ease  the  l i fe  of  others .  

What  are  some  ways  you  and  your  fami ly  

 can  help  other  fami l ies?    

Images  ©  L i t u r g i c a l  Pub l i c a t i on s ,  used  w i t h  pe rm i s s i on

Color  in  the  page  below  and  hang  i t  

someplace  you  see  everyday!  Learn  the  

Fi f th  Joyfu l  Mystery  of  the  Rosary !  Take  

t ime  to  pray  the  Rosary  th is  week  and  of fer  

i t  for  al l  fami l ies  in  need!  Ask  God  di rect ion  

to  share  your  gi f ts !

FOR  MORE  FUN
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THE FIFTH JOYFUL MYSTERY - THE FINDING OF THE CHILD JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 


